Tools of Assessment

What is Assessment?

Marjorie L. Pappas
Virtual Professor, Writer, Presenter
Rutgers, The State University of NJ

marjorie.pappas@gmail.com

Process of collecting, analyzing and
reporting data that informs us about
progress and problems a learner
encounters in a learning experience

Harada, What is Assessment? AASL Fall Forum, 2006.

Getting Started with Assessment Tools

> Tools facilitate learning and
assessment.

> Students need experience using
tools.

» The use of tools is developmental.

» Ultimate learning goal - students
can use tools independently.

What Tools Can SLMS Use to Collect
Data or Evidence from Students?

» Logs

» Rubrics and Rating Scales
» Organizers

> Webs

» Matrices




Logs

Tool for self-assessment, reflection

Focus on -
student learned
student learned
student feels

Prompts are important

. Focus prompts on learning goals

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

How Do Logs Collect Evidence?

I found the K-W-L chart (helpful/not
helpful) Why?

Which tool did you use to establish
your focus? Why did you select that
tool?

How did the K-W-L chart help you to
establish your focus?

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

How Do Checklists Collect
Evidence?

Help students to --
- Understand assignment requirements
- Reflect on the process
Help teachers & LMS -
- Provide feedback during assignment
. Final assessment too

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

How Do Checklists Collect
Evidence?

Identifies behaviors

Focus on critical aspects of task
Provides evidence

Assessment tool

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.




How Do Checklists Collect
Evidence?

Yes |No

I can use the catalog to find
information on my topic?

I can use the Dewey number
to find books on the shelf.

I can use an index to find
information in my book.

I can write a citation for my
book.

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

How Do Rubrics Collect Evidence?

Show components of task
Criteria for quality product

Include ranges of performance
Both an assessment tool and teaching

strategy

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

How Are Rubrics Constructed?

Involve students in rubric development
o Example: “What is quality product?”

Select assessment criteria

Create a draft of the rubric

Practice using with students

Make revisions

Use the rubric

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

How Are Rubrics Constructed?

Quality of Design is Design Design is
presentation | simplistic includes dynamic with
design appropriate creative use
use of of
background, background,
graphics, and graphics,
text animation,
and
transitions
Content Content C C
lacks provides provides
sufficient response to depth of info
details on research on topic
topic. question(s)

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.




What Are Organizers? What Are Organizers?

Tools or techniques that provide >
identification and classification along
with possible relationships or
connections among ideas, concepts,
and issues. (Callison) -

Visual diagram . . . to show links
among important related concepts.

Graphic organizer that clusters words

Graphic organizers are visual around a central topic or theme.

representations of thinking. (Harada)

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59.

Organizers Provide Evidence of
What Are Organizers? Thinking Skills

A grid to show similarities and

differences. s Comprehension s Classify
s Analysis s Order, compare
- . . s Synthesis s Solve a problem
Chart for planning and assessing = Evaluate e Conclude

projects.

Harada, Assessing Learning, p. 50, 56, 59, 63.




Comprehension Comprehension -- Example

Class A Class B Class C ponds forests oceans
Example birds geese hawks sea gulls
Example mammals
Example reptiles
Analysis Analysis
Item 1 Item 2

Attribute

Attribute

Attribute

Begin Event 2 Event 3 Event 4 Event 5 End




Analysis

Begin

Event 2 Event 3

Event 4 Event 5 End

Prediction

Use this organizer to explore solutions and solve a problem or

construct a ne

{ Problem

w hypothesis

@ Reactions J

Solution Ideas

Solution Ideas

Solution Ideas

Solution Ideas

Strengths Strengths Strengths Strengths

Weaknesses Weaknesses Weaknesses Weaknesses
[Considerations My solution/hypothesis }
Koechlin & Zwaan, p. 150
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Harada, 2004,

Finding a focus
Planning for
research

Evaluate and
collect information
Organize and
present
information

p. 74

>

Webs, K-W-L
Charts
Planning organizer

T-chart, PPT

Sequence,
analyze,
synthesize,
evaluate

Finding a Focus

What | KNOW

What | WONDER

HOW | will find outl What | LEARNED

Harada, p. 61




Finding a Focus

Planning for Research

My focus

My research
question

My search
strategies

Recording
information
Create
product
Evaluate my
process and
product

Planning for Research

My focus

Brainstorm topic with webbing (Inspiration)

Use KWL to develop questions

My research
question

Develop question use KWL chart

My search
strategies

Develop list of keywords from topic web
Brainstorm list of resources & tools
Search for information

Recording
information

Create
product

Evaluate my
process and
product

Evaluate and Collect Information

T-Chart

Content notes My reaction

Citation:




Organize and Present Information

> Outline

> Inspiration/Kidspiration
» PPT Slides

> Webbing

HS Scenario: Immigration

United States History

Standard: Students compare
primary sources from different
perspectives about immigrants in
the urban setting.

Question: What can primary sources
tell us about the challenges of
immigrant life in urban areas?

HS Scenario: Immigration

: K-W-L Chart
Demonstrates thinking, development of
research questions

: T-Chart
Demonstrates note taking, evaluating
information, organizing information to
answer research questions

HS Scenario: Immigration

Organize Information: Comparison
Chart

Demonstrates critical thinking --
analysis




Elementary Scenario: Habitats

: Students
consider things and processes that
plants and animals need to stay
alive.

: How do animals adapt to
different habitats?

Elementary Scenario: Habitats

Focus: Brainstorming web

Demonstrates thinking,
concept relationships

Plan the research: Planning organizer

Demonstrates planning and
process

Elementary Scenario: Habitats

Record information: Classifying
organizer
Demonstrates comprehension
thinking skill

Designing Learning with Focus on
Assessment

> What should students know or be able to
do?

> What tools will provide evidence of new
knowledge or skills?

> Develop the learning experiences

> Design the tools to collect evidence

> Reflect on and analyze that evidence

> Share and use new information to design
future learning experiences

Based on Koechlin and Zwaan, 2003.




InfoSkills Template

Info Skill(s) Curriculum Context Resources &
Equipment

Learning Experiences

Gathering Evidence of Understanding Next Time

Documenting Evidence of Understanding

Koechlin and Zwaan, 2003, p. 178.

Using and Sharing Evidence

> What does the evidence tell you?

> How can the evidence be used?

> Who should we share this evidence
with?

> What are your next steps?
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See Tools of Assessment Pathfinder (Pappas) for additional
resources.

Pathfinder

Tools of Assessment Pathfinder

Available on the TLCenter Wiki
http:/ /ticenter.wikispaces.com/

Select “Assessment” in
Navigation Bar.
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